Use of dopamine and prazosin combined in the treatment of cardiogenic shock.
Seventeen patients who developed cardiogenic shock after acute myocardial infarction were treated with intravenously infused dopamine. In eight of these patients a stable blood pressure was attained, but oliguria or anuria persisted, and oral treatment with prazosin was instituted. Diuresis occurred in seven of these patients, but was followed by transient hypotension associated with a rapid rise in plasma prazosin levels in three. Four patients left hospital, and there were two long-term survivors. Prazosin may be a useful adjunct to dopamine in the treatment of cardiogenic shock.